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received. These included further reductions in hours of work and
further increases in wage-rates, the better protection of small enter-
prises against monopoly, the co-ordination or amalgamation of codes
in associated industries and more effective prevention of sales below
costs of production. On the general price-fixing issue, however, he
was equivocal, perhaps wisely, for the complaints voiced at the con-
ference were for the most part directed against this aspect of the
codes* The Consumers' Advisory Board established under the Act
presented a scathing report, declaring that the effort to increase
purchasing power through N.R.A. had too often been nullified by
excessive increases in prices, assured or facilitated by monopolistic
practices authorized or encouraged by the codes. It was at this
juncture that the .President delivered the speech quoted above, de-
claring that they should strive for 'the lowest schedule of prices on*
which higher wages and increasing employment can be maintained'.
Some weeks later there was published the report of the National
Review Board, under the chairmanship of Mr. Clarence Barrow,
appointed by the President to ascertain whether any N.K.A. codes
were 'designed to promote monopolies or to dominate or oppress
small enterprises \ This nominally interim report was savagely hostile
to the existing practice "under N.R.A. One section of the Board's
members demanded revival of the anti-trust laws (from which, codified
industry had been released), while the other demanded a 'planned
economy', with socialised ownership a.nd control of industry.

On tho 7th Juno the National Recovery Administration announced
that it would no longer fix prices in its codes of fair practice for
industry, except in well defined emergencies, and that it would move
by negotiation to get industries already coded to modify their bases
for fixing prices. The voice of the consumer continued to be heard
in tha land, most trenchantly through the mouths of Senators Borah
and Nyo; meanwhile the price-fixing provisions of the N.R,A, codes
woro allowed to fall into neglect, and when, in December, official
plann for a revised N.11.A. were published, the price-fixing element
had practically disappeared. At the end of September General
JohnHon had resigned from the position of Administrator, and the
post was replaced by two boards, one for general policy and one for
admiariHtration, Mr* Donald Richbcrg succeeded the General as 'chief
of staff1 in the N.R.A. It was in this phase of transition and doubt
that the story of N.R.A. passed out of 1934 into 1935. Midway
through the latter year the National Industrial Recovery Act, adopted
an an emergency measure with two years* life, was due to expire,
and the prospect of rewriting it as part of the permanent framework